TRANSLATOR'S FRKFACE.                      fx
month of the mother's pregnancy j details the va-
rious rites performed by the parents during the
several periods of the lives of their children as they
grow up to maturity, and the almost endless cere-
monies of matrimony. Then follow the fasts,
festivals, &c. which occur in the different months
of the year. These are succeeded by an account
of vows, oblations, and many minor subjects, such
as the pretended science of necromancy, exorcism
or casting out devils, detecting thieves, determining
the most auspicious times for undertaking journies
or other enterprizes, all of which are matters of
almost daily occurrence: and the whole concludes
with an account of their sepulchral rites, and the
visiting of the grave at stated periods during the
first year after death. For a fuller view of the
extent and variety of subjects discussed, and the
order of arrangement, I must refer to the Table of
Contents.
The persons to whom I conceive the work will
prove most acceptable and useful are, in the first
place, gentlemen in the service of the Honourable
East-India Company generally; and in particular,
all military officers serving in India, more espe-
cially those on the Madras establishment. FOF
example, how often during the year do we
the Moositlmans of a native regiment mm^
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<( leave," or exemption  from  Antjy to celebrate
some  feast or atheir,  when the  commandant to